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I].—Home ADMINISTRATION. 


(a)— Police. 


7 


‘sal] of the 19th August has learnt from a contem- 
on ee boll that within a short time six murders have 


A number of murders not traced ave committed with rifles, daos, and fish-knives 
meine ieee in the villages of Baidyapara and Kalagachhia, 


“sh: the jurisdiction of the Mrijaganj thana in the Backergunge district, 
pr as ei calech in a single case being yet brought to justice, and that the 
police is still investigating another case, in which one Hara Lal Shaha, of 
Dewalir Hatkhola, was murdered in that village. What is the Mrijaganj 
police about, that it has not yet succeeded in tracing the offender in any one 
of these cases of murder? If things go on in this manner, it will be impossible 
for the people to live in safety in the country. The District Magistrate should 
exert himeelf. 


ee dent of the Tripura -Hitaishi [Tippera] of the 26th 
: eat August a that towards the end of the Bengali 


Shooting of animals'Jby a con- month of Sravan last, a constable of the Nabi- 
stable in the Bengali month of nagar thana, in the Tippera district, was seen 
cat shooting birds on a large banian tree at the Nabi- 
nagar Mela Ghat. Licenses for the use of firearms are granted to private 

ersons on the condition that they must not shoot birds or beasts in the months 
of Asar and Sravan. ‘I'his condition is most probably imposed for the purposs 
of saving the lives of animals big with young. The correspondent asks 
whether public servants also are bound by this condition. If they are, the 
authorities should see that it is obeyed by them. | 
~ 8. The Manbhum [Purulia] of the 26th August says that the preva- 

lence of theft, dadmashi and swindling in Purulia 

Prevalence of crime in Purulia town has filled the residents with a sense of the 
oP. utmost insecurity. It is the wine and toddy shops 
and the smoking dens which must account for the greater part of the crime 
which is committed in this town, and these haunts of badmashes require to be 
carefully watched. The lax police watch is also to a large extent responsible 
for the existing state of things. 

4. <A correspondent of the Charu Mihir [Mymensingh] of the 26th 
ee _ August says that great sensation has been created 

A complaint against the Tangail gmongst the police officers of Tangail in conse- 
police. ; ° ° ° 

quence of the mention made in this paper of their 
addas in the villages Porabari, Charabari, and Binyafair (R. N. P. for 16th 
August, 1902, nt 5). These addas have become a source of great 
uneasiness to the people. Hari Das Babu, the senior Sub-Inspector of the 
Tangail thana, is a very good man, and he will have no difficulty, if he does 
not allow himself to be misled by any of his juniors, in finding out these 
addas. ‘lhe correspondent is prepared to. publish, if necessary, a detailed 
statement showing how many days the police stayed in each adda in the 
investigation of each case and what they did there. Why do the Tangail 
police depend so much upon Babu Sasi Maitra, Anath Babu, and Babu Sasi 
Chakravarti? Why, again, do they take with them Kanai Mali dafadar, 
whenever they have to investigate a case in the western parts of the sub- 
division, though Kanai Mali, being the dafadar of the Bathuajani Union, has 
nothing do with those parts? 
5. The dyoti [Chittagong] of the 28th August regrets to find that 
eee Pe one ere Mohanta Ram Chandra Bharati of Baraba Kunda 
oh oom in Chittagong has not yet improved his character 
or mended his ways, Itis true, since the decision 


of the High Court, the Mohanta has not been able to levy money from pilgrims 


sitting at his ease in his house, but has to regularly come to the temple. But 
as his house is about two miles from the temple, he keeps the pilgrims waiting 
till midday, when he leisurely arrives at the temple after his midday meal. 
The Mohanta does not come to the temple himself, if the number of pilgrims 
is small, but sends his son-in-law as his representative; and the pilgrims have 
to make their offerings at the feet of this representative. After finishing their 
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devotious at the Baraba Kunda, the pilgrims have to start for Sita Kunda in the 
scorching heat of a midday sun, and it is easy to conceive what the sufferings 
are which they thus undergo. It is said that a respectable lady recently 
fainted away on her journey from Baraba to Sita Kunda, a distance of five 
miles. 

Will no one come forward to put a stop to the arbitrary and high-handed 
conduct of the Mohanta of Baraba Kunda? 


6. The Hitavadi {Calcutta} of the 29th August says that one evening, 
7 about the end of the month of May last, a man 
ot oe. murder in the named Sital was foully murdered in the vill 
i oiaubp aan Kanui Banka within the jurisdiction of the 
Dhaniakhali thana in the Hooghly district. About 8 o’clock in the evening 
Sital went out of his house to wash himself, and was struck down with some 
weapon by a badmash. Before death, Sital said in the presence of a number 
of men that it was Kari Bagdi who had struck him, and that Kari was accom- 
panied by Sadhu Bagdi. At the investigation, the police found marks of blood 
on the threshold of Sadhu’s house. Still both the accused escaped punishment 
for want of sufficient evidence, | 
The police, however, ought not to let the matter drop. The deceased 
may have mistaken other men for Kari and Sadhu. It will be no good 
maintaining a police in the country, if such horrible murders are not traced, 
The authorities ought to allay the panic among the villagers by finding out 
the real offenders and bringing them to justice, 


(b)— Working of the Courts. 


7. The Surhid [Noakhali| of the 26th August says that Babu Sasi 


is Ge Siena te Bhusan Sen, Deputy Magistrate in charge of the 


Paictrict, | Noakhali district, is giving as much trouble to the 
sacred aaa people of N cathe as "his predecessor, Maulvi 
Azahar, did. He rejects petitions and strikes off cases on very slight grounds, 
and causes much loss to complainants by not taking down their depositions 
till two or three days after they have filed their complaints. It is hoped 


Sasi Babu will not compel the writer to return to the subject. 


8. The Sri Sri. Vishnu iy ckdrspeces: a“ Patrika [Calcutta | of the 
| : 27th August concludes a lengthy article on Indian 
Bo Bay Boney Mag agisirate Magistrates in the following 2 en — 

The welfare and happiness of the people of a 
district depend on its Magistrate. But why does not the Magistrate make 
them happy? They have a thousand and one wants and grievances. The 
village industries have been ruined, and they have fallen back, one and all, 
on agriculture as the sole means of their livelihood. But the condition of 
agriculture remains the same as it was in the days of the first Aryan who 
drove his plough into the Indian soil. If a single shower fails, wailings 
fill the sky. Village after village is depopulated by malaria and cholera. 
There is a universal want of medicines and medical men in the mufassal. 
Scarcely a year passes in which the people do not suffer from water-scarcity 
for three or four months. In fact, it will be no exaggeration to say 
that there is almost a complete want of wholesome water in the villages. 

Why does not the District Magistrate seek to remove these wauts and 
grievances? His efforts to bring offenders to punishment are unremitting. 
But why is he not equally solicitous to ensure the comfort and happiness of 
the people of his district? Thousands of people are ruined by itigation. 
But the District Magistrate can, if he desires, save a great many of them by 
uttering only a word of mouth, asking them to settle their cases amicably. 
Why does he not do that ? 

We again ask, why is not the Magistrate’s mind guided by the desire to 
ameliorate the condition of the people under him? If he applies a hundredth © 
part of the energy which he spends in sending people to jail to works of 
public utility, he can make lakhs of people happy, and can thereby bless himself 
with the exquisite happiness which fills the heart of the man who does g° 
: —_ and earn not only the gratitude of a nation, but also the benediction 
of Heaven. . 
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aver learns from a correspondent that Mr. Garrett, the 
oe District Magistrate of Puri, has removed a number 
Desecration of Hindu godsand of old and sacred images of Hindu gods and god- 
egy Ae sesnrogee yon ind the desses from Bhubaneswar to his own house. The 
correspondent says that the sebaye’s of Bhubaneswar 
recently held a meeting, in which they prepared a list of the images which 
have been removed, for the purpose of memorialising the Government on the 
subject. One is naturally loath to believe that a responsible officer in the 
employment of the enlightened British Government could be so wicked and 
devoid of sense of honour and justice as to remove a number of sacred images 
which the Hindus have been holding in deep respect and veneration from time 
immemorial. If what the correspondent says is true, then it must be acknow- 
ledged that District Magistrates are the lords of the country, and that the 
country is ruled despotically and in an anarchic fashion. 
10. The Mitavad nee of the 29th August has the following:— _ 
The conduct of Maulvi Bazlal Karim, Police 


Maulvi Bazlal Karim, Deputy Movistrate of Sealdah, has astonished us. We 
spews aencaa seeee even dreamt that a public officer in Calcutta 
could commit oppression like that which is committed by the Maulvi, or that 
he can be so partial, ungentlemanly and rash as that officer hasbeen. This 
paper and the Bengalee had occasion to write against him soon after he came 
to Sealdah. And becoming frightened in consequence of those writings, the 
Maulvi sent a request to us, through a friend, not to write against him and 

romised to mend his ways. He also made a similar promise to Babu Surendra 
Nath Banerji, Editor of the Bengalee. But as the Maulvi has failed to keep 
his word, we shall fail in our duty by the publicif we donot again write 
against him. 

The Maulvi wanted to remove from service an old chaprasi, in order to 
benefit a protegé of his own. On appeal to the District Magistrate, the 
chaprasi received an order for restitution in service. But the Maulvi did not 
reinstate him for several months. At last, the matter having been brought 
to the notice of Babu Surendra Nath Banerji, he wrote to the Maulvi, threaten- 
ing to write against him in his paper, and it was only then that the man 
was reinstated, 


The Maulvi has been very much ill-treating the mukhtears. A number of 


mukhtears used to sit below the staircase leading to the court-room, but the 
Maulvi expelled them from that place, and also issued an order to the effect 
that the mukhtears’ huts which stood in the compound of the court-house 
should be demolished before a certain date. The mukhtears have taken time 
for the purpose and the huts are still standing, but it is doubtful if they will 
be allowed to remain, after the present writing has been seen by the Maulvi. 


In J anuary 1901, the Maulvi gave out that he would not renew the 
mukhtears’ licenses. But, at last, he ordered them to affix a court-fee stamp 


of eight annas to each application for renewal. It is not known under what 
law he issued this order. 


Babu Mahendra Nath Lahiri is a pleader of the Howrah Court and never 
had any practice in any other Court. Once or twice only did he go to 
Seram pore, engaged by Maulvi Bazlal Karim ina case of his, Mahendra 
Babu is not a first-class pleader of Howrah, and serves his clients for small fees. 
But, thanks to.the favour shown to him by Maulvi Bazlal Karim, he has now 
secured a good practice at Sealdah. At first, the suitors at Sealdah did not 
know him. But he soon attracted their notice by occasionally accompanying 
the Maulvi Saheb in his carriage on his way to and from Court. The Maulvi 
Saheb also helped him in his attempt to secure a practice at Sealdah by keeping 
on his own file all the cases in which Mahendra Babu was engaged and 
disposing of them in his favour, even when such cases were, by the practice 
of the Sealdah Court, triable by Honorary Benches. Cases under sections 352, 
447, and 004 are usually made over to Honorary Magistrates for disposal. 
But Maulvi Bazlal Karim kept on his own file all cases under these sections in 
which Mahendra Babu was engaged in behalf of the plaintiffs, while he made 
over other cases under the same sections to the files of Honorary Magistrates. 
In the case against Babu Sarada Prasad Banerji of Baranagore, the Magistrate 
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showed great partiality to the plaintiff, because he was represented by 
Mahendra Babu, 

We humbly request the Government to make an enquiry into the above 
complaints against Maulvi Bazlal Karim. The District Judge and the District 
Magistrate should be appointed to make the enquiry, and the Deputy Magistrate 
should be for a time transferred to Sadar. If we cannot, in the course of guch 
enquiry, prove the charges we have made against the Deputy Magistrate, we 
shall submit ourselves to a prosecution for defamation. 

11. The Pallivast [Kalna} of the 3rd September is sorry to see some 

iis de oh tie x th unfounded charges made in the Bengalee newspaper 
Pie Magy ares Bg m=’ against the Munsif of Kalna, in the Burdwan 
district. The Munsif Babu is a most able man, 
and it is owiug to the innovations introduced by him that the Kalna Munsifj 
is now in a most efficient condition, and is enabled to transact business with 
the greatest despatch. The thanks of suitors are also due to him for 
considerably reducing the costs of postponements. He has to hold his Court 
till a late hour every evening because of pressure of work. 


(d)—Education. 
12. A correspondent of the Sansodhint [Chittagong] of the 22nd 
Tne August says that there is a strong rumour that a 
False personation in a reward certain guru of Chikdair, in the Chittagong district 
examination. | ° ) 
presented five false students in the last reward 
examination. One of them, who is a student of the last class of a high school, 
has confessed the whole matter to the correspondent, and said that the guru 
had told him many times that if he said anything of it to the Inspector he 
would be sent to jail. The attention of the educational authorities is drawn 
to the baneful effect which such practices produce on the morals of little boys. 
Regard should also be had for the money of the Educational Department. It 
will not be easy to make the false students confess the matter, But everything 
will come out if the Inspector summons before himself and some respectable 
people of the place all the boys whose names were registered by the guru for 
the examination. 
13. The Sanjivani [Calcutta] of the 28th August says that the speeches 
ao ec ee i of 07 y ager and narrow-minded “— age 
6 * own fal, mecung agains’ marred the effect of the large meeting which was 
ale ieee — held in the Caleutta To wn Hall to 0 ie against 
the recommendations of the Universities Comission, 
and in which many eminent men made speeches. 
14. The same paper . = since the transfer of Babu ag gt ae 
ukharji, Professor of Mental Philosophy in the Cal- 
ee Tee a Bakes College, a month ago, to the Calcutta 
Presidency College, to relieve Professor Hornell who goes on leave, the former 
College has been deprived of its lectures on Mental Philosophy, Logic, and 
Hygiene. The girl students who will appear in the next F, A. Examination are 
getting no lectures on the last two subjects. The educational authorities were 
anxious lest the Presideney College students should suffer through the want of 
a Professor, but they were indifferent to the wants of the girl students. This 
matter was placed before Mr. Pedler on the occasion of his recent visit to the 
Bethune College, but the Director is reported to have said that the girl students 
must bear the loss for the benefit of the students of the Presidency College; 
who are larger in number than they. What a curious argument! The 
attention of the Government is drawn to the matter. The Bethune College 
Committee should prove itself equal to the occasion. 
15. Referring to the Bengal Governments grant of four lakhs of 
rupees to the District Boards of Bengal for the 
aq fovernmont grant for loweredu- yeform of lower education within their jurisdic- 
engal, : ° : ; 
tion and the instructions accompanying the grant, 
the same paper says that the instructions relating to the grant of permanent 
aid, instead of rewards, to pathsalas, requiring the attendance, the number of 
students, mode of teaching, qualifications of the guru, the local condition and 
the local income tv be considered in fixing the amount of an aid, requiring 
the inspecting staff to be increased, and the members of Local and District 
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Boards to themselves inspect pathsalas, and requiring pathsalas to be closed in 
the rains and at hart. rig are likely to: greatly help lower education in 
Bengal. Here isan opportunity for educated people to enter into the field, 
establish pathsalas in every village, and encourage the lower and the agricultural 
classes to receive education. Government has bestirred iteelf ; let the educated 
people be now up and doing. The writer concludes his lengthy article by 
saying that, though thanks are due to the Government for this grant, yet 
four lakhs of rupees is nothing, considering the enormous magnitude of the 
work of lower education in a country inhabited by seven crores of people. 
Great is the want of gurus capable of teaching according to the new system of 
lower education which has been inaugurated by the Government. The 
manner in which Government intends to train gurus will fail to make them 
efficient, even if it spends fifty lakhs of rupees every year for the purpose. 
Although there is a want of efficient gurus, yet Government has not hesitated 
to introduce the new system. Will this help the cause of. education? It isa 
regret that Government has not been able to make an intelligent grasp of this 
lain subject. 

: 16, The Mihir-o-Sudhakar [Calcutta] of the 29th Angust says that the 
recommendation of the Universities Commission to 

PR i en of the raise college fees will deal adeath-blow to Musal- 
ao man education. The Commission wants to make 
an invidious distinction between rich and poor students by raising no objection 
to the giving of high education to rich students of ordinary ability, and 


MiHIR-0-SUDH4 KAR, 
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by proposing to shut the door of high education against all poor students 


except those gifted with exceptional ability. Buta distinction between rich 
and poor ought not to be made in the matter of education. To enable 
poor but meritorious students to prosecute a University course, the Commission 
recommends the establishment of scholarships; but how many scholarships 
can the Government endow to meet the wants of poor students in a poor 
country like India, where the majority of students are not in well-to-do 
circumstances? Again, how is the University to distinguish between poor 
students who deserve encouragement and poor students who do not? A 


* four days’ examination can certainly afford no test, in all cases, of the 


merits of a boy. It is not easy to see how the Commission arrived at 
the decision that high education is not to the real interest of poor students 
of ordinary ability. One would have thought that a student himself and 
his guardian were the best judges of this matter. The Commission also 
urges, in support of its recommendation about raising college fees, that the 
present low scale of fees enables poor students of ordinary ability to enter the 
college, where they fail to benefit by the lectures and their text-books. But 
why is this argument applied only to poor students and not to rich students 
alzo? Cannot the difficulty here referred to be overcome by making the rules 
relating to entrance into college very strict? In this argument, the 
Commission has shown a prejudice against poverty and poor students, while 
it has no objection against keeping the door of high education open for all 
rich students. 

_ A perusal of the report of the Commission has, indeed, convinced the 
writer that poor students are going to be completely deprived of the benefits 
of high education. Of all the recommendations, the one referred to above has 
most alarmed him. _ The Musalman community, for which he speaks, is a 
very poor community, and most Musalman students come from its poorer 
sections, The sons of the few rich men and zamindars among the Musalmans 
care little for education. All the educated Musalmans whom one meets 
with to-day come from the poor or middle classes. Raising of college fees, 
will therefore completely stop the spread of high education among 
Musalmans and take away from them all hope of improvement, unless 
Lord Curzon deems it fit to show them some favour. 

ae abolition of high education will have its injurious effect upon 
"ange education, for few boys will enter the primary schools, when they 

ve not before them the prospect of receiving a high education. And the 


result will be that the whole country will beco 
me enveloped in the darkness of 
ignorance. Does Government aim at such a msc. ? 


Fhe Musalman community should rouse itself in such a crisis. 
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"1%, The Ahsan-ul-Akhbar [Calcutta] of the 29th August has the follow. 


One of the objectionable recommendations 
made by the Universities Commission ig that 
relating to ‘the increase of college fees. It is only middle class people 
who give their sons English education. But if the recommendation jg 
given effect to, that education will not be within the reach of their 
sons. High class people have never felt, aud we think will never feel, 
the need of that education. The raising of college fees, therefore, meang 
the closing of the door of high education against Indian youths. Thig 
seesiaasiametias can be justified only on the ground that educated youths in 
this country have no other field open to them than Government service, the 
number of appointments in which is limited; and to give them education, under 
these circumstances, means making them street beggars. ‘his is, of course, 
true to some extent. But the Universities ought not to be blamed for this 
miserable lot of educated youths. The blame for this ought, in our opinion, 
to be laid rather at the door of the Government itself, because it has not 
included in the University curriculum those branches of learning which alone 
would enable a man to earn money without any help from the State. In our 
humble opinion, instead of making high education more costly, Government 
ought to spread industrial education in this country along with high education. 
lf Government does so its action will, to a certain extent, serve as a check 
upon poverty and enforced idleness in the country. 

18. The Bangavasi a of the 30th August has the following :— 

Though we are of opinion that high education 
rate recommendations of the imparted on western methods, cannot be beneficial 
niversities Commission. . . : 

to this country, we cannot advocate a narrorwing 
of the field of the present system of high education, because it is the principal 
means by which an Indian can nowadays earn a livelihood. ‘I'he rules are that 
no one who has not passed the Entrance Examination shall get the poorest clerk- 
ship, that no one who has not passed the First Examination in Arts shall be 
allowed to enter the Engineering or the Medical College, and that no one who has 
not graduated shall be allowed to take up the study of Law. And these rules 
are the cause of the whole mischief. Can the Commission, which has com- 
pared the rates of fees and the system of education in this country with those 
of England, point out a single European country where a similar system 
prevails? Does there exist in any European country such an unholy connec 
tion between a University degree or diploma and the earging of a livelihood as 
there exists in India? ‘T’o throw obstacles in the path of high education in 
India would mean the depriving of a large class of respectable men of their 
means of livelihood and the doing of a great harm to the country. 

The Commission says that the scale of college fees should not be fixed 
so high as to interfere with the spread of high education, nor so low as to 
tempt poor students of ordinary ability to prosecute a University course. The 
writer fails to see the meaning of the latter part of the recommendation. 
For what fault of theirs are poor students to be deprived of the opportunity 
of acquiring an education, the main object of which is to enable its recipients 
to earn a livelihood? The recommendation, aiming as it does at excluding 
poor students from the benefits of such an education, has really startled 
everybody. 

How is the University to ascertain the relative merits of poor students? 
The University examinatione, as they are now conducted, afford no test by 
which to judge of the intelligence of examinees. Who can say that a boy, 
who does not pass the Entrance Examination with credit, will never do better 
at any other examination, or that his faculties will never develop? It is not 
uncommon to come across men whose University careers were brilliant, but 
who have failed to show uncommon ability in the world. The statement 
made by the Commission that poor students possessed of merit would be 
enabled to prosecute their studies by means of stipends received from “ov 
ernment has failed to reassure the writer. In a poor country like India 
there will be no lack of deserving poor students. To how many of them 
will the Government be able to give stipends? There will also be considerable 
difficulty in discriminating, among deserving students, between those. who are 


The need of industria] educa- 


tion. 
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_ The stipend temptation will often lead well-to-do 
tos pray eon on nena le The eet of the Commission, that 
the overcrowding of classes by un ualified students hampers work, has been 
fully met by Babu Guru Das Banerji, and we have nothing to add to what he 


has said. sage ne 

It is true there can be no efficient teaching imparted by a college which 1s 
not fully equipped for the purpose, and 8 full equipment means a large outlay 
of money. Po secure efficient teaching, it 18 necessary, therefore, that the 
college fees should be sufficiently high. | But the fixing of the scale of fees 
should be left with the college authorities, and the University should not 
snterfero in the matter. The University might make it incumbent on every 
college to provide itself with good professors, a good library, and a properly- 
equipped laboratory. That will necessitate the raising of the present scales 
of fees. But the college authorities should be left to determine the manner in 
which the scales should be fixed. 


19. The Tripura Hitaishi [Comilla] of the 2nd September says that the 
raising of college fees, as recommended by the 
A recommendation of the Uni- [Jniversities Commission, will shut out poor students 
pcsinen niente from a college career and will make it impossible 
for boys, who show no special merit at school, to receive it. Keshab Chandra 
Sen, Pratap Chandra Majumdar, Gaur Govinda Rai, and Michael Madhu Sudan 
Datta never showed special aptitude for learning at school, though they became 
renowned for their learning in after-life. Boys like them will, henceforward, 
get no opportunity of educating themselves and making their mark in the 
world. 


This recommendation of the Commission has disappointed the people, 


who had so long hoped that greater facilities for high education would be 
afforded by an increase in the number of free schools and colleges, and by a 


_ reduction of the cost of education. The door of education should be kept open 


to all by keeping school and college fees at a minimum, and all boys should 
be permitted to prosecute their studies so far as their capacities permit. 
The passing of University examinations with credit is not a sine gud non 
of the acquisition of learning or of the development of one’s faculties. But 


the educational facilities which are afforded by a college should be denied 
to none. 


(e}—Local Self-Government and Municipal Administration. 


20. A correspondent of the Hitavadi Near aeqge? of the 29th August, 
cere _ named Nibaran Chandra Sen, complains of the 
Taga against « burning- extortion which is committed by the Death Registrar 
in the Shahnagar burning-ghat, near Kalighat. On 
a recent occasion, when the correspondent had occasion to go to the ghat, in 
order to cremate the dead body of a relative, the Registrar demanded from him 
eight annas as his own perquisite over and above the prescribed fee of 
Rs. 3-5-9. Again, although according to rule, four maunds of sundri wood have 
to be supplied for each dead body, the correspondent got only three maunds or 
three maunds and-a-half of mango wood. There was also no trace of sandal 
wood, although a bit of it has to be supplied for each dead body. 
The Editor remarks that, if such thin 
near Calcutta, it is impossible to say what 
mufassal burning-ghats. 


21. The Bharat Mitra [Calcutta] of the 30th August is sorry that the 

Government of Bengal has not granted the prayer 
of certain Hindu gentlemen for the prevention 
of the slaughter of calves by Calcutta butchers. 
Government has adopted vigorous measures for checking cruelty to animals, and 
it considers the employment of a sick bull or one having sores to draw carts, 


It may be asked, then, why the slaughter of tender calves of 10 to 12 days’ old, 
snatched from their mothers, should not also be a crime. 


gs can happen in a burning-ghat so 
exactions do take place in far-off 


Slaughter of young calves in 
Calcutta. 
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(g\—-Railways and communications, mcluding canals and irrigation. 


22. The Bikas [Barisal] of the 19th August writes as follows ip 
ce ng se its — article on the projected 
: be . railway line from Barisal to Palerdi [see Report 
ag ee Native Papers for the 26th J nyc 1902, a 
graph 41 |:— 

We fail to understand what earthly good will be derived from this 
projected line of only 223 miles. On the other hand, its construction and 
working is sure to prove ruinous to the District Board. For, if we exeept the 
opening balance of Rs. 70,000, the Board has no surplus at its disposal. But 
of this surplus, the Board must leave Rs. 30,000 untouched, for District Boards 


are required, by the rules regulating their constitution, to maintain a reserve of 
at least 10 per cent. of their annual income. 


The Board will be thus under the necessity of borrowing Rs. 8,00,000 
for the construction of the line. If the line be constructed on the guaranteed 
system, that will mean an annual expenditure of Rs. 50,000 or thereabouts, 
in the shape of guaranteed interest and compensation for loss. But as we 
have pointed out above, the Board’s income does not exceed its expendi- 
ture. This additional expenditure will, therefore, necessitate curtailment 
of the expenditure on roads. The Board has now 18 roads in contemplation, 
besides two already in the course of construction. These roads are distributed 
all over the district. Would it be right to neglect all these roads for the sake of 
a railway line in one particular corner of the district ? 


Those who expect any profit from a small railway line, unconnected with 
any other, are to be congratulated on their strong imaginative power. The 
advocates of the line say that it will prove lucrative when it is connected with 
the Faridpur line. But when will it be so connected, and who is to connect it? 
Who will make good the ruinous loss which will result, say, during the ten years 
that the line remains unconnected? The Board should profit by the example 
of the Nadia District Board. Not many years ago, that Board opened the Rana- 
ghat-Krishnagore line, under the delusion that the line would prove aprofitable 
one. But the Board has now been compelled to ask Government to purchase their 
line, as'they are unable to pay Messrs. Martin and Company the guaranteed 
interest of 4 per cent. And observe the deservedly severe, though sympathetic 
reply, which His Honour the Lieutenant-Governor has given to that prayer:— 

‘¢ His Honour was very sympathetic in his reply, and told the members of 
the Board that, as with their eyes open, the members entered into an agreement 
with Messrs. Martin and Company, the members have no reason to complain; 
but as he quite understood their difficulties, His Honour assured them that the 
line would be purchased by Government after the completion of the Ranaghat- 
Katibara line, the work of which would be commenced after two months.” 

Ranaghat, as many are aware, is a most important station onthe Eastern 
Bengal line, and even a line connected with that station and the Eastern 
Bengal line has proved a financial failure! And yet the small and _ isolated 
line from Barisal to Palerdi is expected to yield a profit ! 

Another point to which we feel necessary to advert here is the prevalence 
of cholera in Barisal throughout the year, in spite of its good roads and drains. 
This is due solely to the want of good drinking water. The Barisal Munict- 
_ is too poor,to construct water-works in the town without aid from the 

istrict Board. It may be asked, why should any portion of the proceeds of 
the road cess be spent for the benefit of the townspeople? To this it may be 
replied, that many mufassal people paying the road cess live more or les 
permanently in the town, and the District Board is bound in justice to look to 
their health. But if the Board be ruined by its railway scheme, it will have 
no money to spare for this most useful object. | 


23. The Basumati [Calcutta] of the 28th August publishes the follow- 


ing Bengal-Nagpur Railway grievances :— 
Rahong. waters. (1) The train which 8 from Howrah 


4-33 a.m. should be timed at 7 A.M., as it is extremely inconvenient to catch 80 
early a train. 


(2) The Bombay mail trains should stop at the Bagnan and Uluberis 
stations at least for one or two minutes, because these stations have a large 
passenger traffic. ‘ 

(3) Kola should be made the up terminus of the local passenger tral}, 


which now runs between Howrah and Andul. This arrangement will be co2" 
venient to ‘'amluk people and other places in the interior. 
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For the convenience of Saturday passengers the Panchkura up local 
rain aoald, on Saturdays, be timed at 6-30 P.M. instead of at 4-17 P.M.; because 
under the present arrangement, if they fail to catch the train at 4-17 P.M., 
they have to wait till 10-30 p.m. for another train. There being one train 
which starts from Howrah at 3-10 P.M., the suggested arrangement can be 

e. : Bee 

cnsily 5) The interval of time between the down Puri train and the Panchkura 
down local train is eight hours and a half, the former reaching Howrah at 3 P.M. 
and the latter at 11-30 p.m. Those down passengers at the large number of 
stations between Panehkura and Howrah, who fail to catch the former train, 
have therefore to wait till midnight for the latter train, which is the next 
down train. There should therefore be another down train in the evening. 

(6) There should be a waiting room for females in every station. 

(7) Two booking-clerks should sell tickets at stations in whieh the number 
of passengers is large. Uluberia and Bagnan are two such stations. ee 

(8) Return tickets should be issued for the intermediate class. This. will 
remove the inconvenience of those middle class respectable people on whom 
the double intermediate class fare falls rather heavily. ene 

(9) Monthly tickets should be issued at the rate of fare obtaining in the 
Eastern Bengal State Railway. 


24. A correspondent of the Hitavadi [Calcutta] of the 29th August 
writes as follows :— 

Mr. Findon, the Traffic Superintendent of 
Howrah, has been making himself notorious by 
inflicting heavy fines on poor railway clerks for trivial faults. Some, > 
are being dismissed outright or are having their pay reduced. Bengali clerks 
receive salaries varying from Rs. 15 to Rs. 30, and yet they are being fined a 
week’s or a fortnight’s pay. How are these poor clerks to Jive on the small 
remainder of their pay during an entire month? 

Many railway officers have a notion that efficiency of the railway service 
requires the imposition of heavy fines, but itis this imposition of heavy fines 
which is responsible for the exactions of the railway clerks, who are forced to 
eke out their income by illicit means. 

As a result of agitation in the Press, Bengali ticket-collectors and way- 
clerks have now been appointed in the Howrah station. ‘The European officers 
in the station have, however, combined to harass and expel them. Lately the 
way-clerk left the office room for a while on some business of the railway. 
For this he was reported against, and Mr. Findon has fined him a week’s salary 


without calling for an explanation. : 


In fact, infliction of fines has become too common an occurrence in the 
East Indian Railway. It is with the fines realised from its employés, and main! 
from its native employés, that the Company maintains the Mussouri High 
School for the benefit of the children of its European employés. The gunner- 
guards of Dhanbad represent as follows in a petition of theirs :— : 


Grievances of employés in the 
East Indian'Railway. 


: ge : 
The infliction of fines is a very common occurrence. We may safely . 


say that the majority of us seldom draw our full salaries, and as for the allow- 
ance, we never expect it, as the most trivial oversight is sufficient to have it 
stopped altogether. or at least greatly curtailed.”’ 

Again— 

‘We are positive when we assert that 
have been concerned are attributable to pil 


‘‘'The reasons for these accidents are numerous. but the prim l 
east cause is 

that the duties imposed on the unfortunate gunner- uards are bi val Rag 

In our opinion, the railway authorities would do better to listen to the 
complaints and representations of the railway employés. Good work can 
never be got out of oppressed and discontented men. 

he correspondent hopes that the Agent will personally enquire into the 
representations of the gunner-guards of Dhanbad, as well as into the cause of 
the dismissal of the gunner-guard Sebastian. 


The able and elderly native station-master of Khurja has not been given 


all accidents in which gunner-guards 
ots working at night. 


the Etawa station. A European head ticket-collector has now been appointed 


for the Hattras station on a salary of Rs. 75 over the head of the native 


Hrravabdl, 
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who acted as head ticket-collector of the station for a long time on a smaller 
pay, and who has, in fact, taught the new man his work. | 

Lately an order has been issued to all station-masters of the Delhi-Umballa. 
Kalka Railway, requiring them to pay a grazing fee of Rs. 2, Re, 1.8 
8 annas, and 4 annas, respectively, for each buffalo, cow, calf, and goat kept by 
them to the contractor to whom the grazing land within the distant slenala 
has been leased out. But why should station-masters give these heavy grazing 
fees if they can pasture their cattle by the payment of a fee of 4 or 6 annag 
to cowherds? 

Nor shall station employés any longer get reeds and wlu grass for 
the construction of huts. ‘This will prove a source of great hardship to them. 

But while the native station employés will not be allowed to pasture their 
cattle on the grass within the station compound, or to get reeds or uly 
from within the station ground, a large tract of.land has been left round the 
habitations of the European railway employés as a riding and play-ground 
for their children. | 

The Manager, Mr. Huddlestone, is said to be a very just man, and we refer 
to these matters in the hope of a remedy at his hands. 

25. Referring to a petition bringing many charges against Mr. Young, 

oe Traffic Inspector of Badarpur on the Assam- 
" —— against two railway Bengal Railway, and Babu Nanda Lal, now station- 

master of Chandpur, which has been submitted to 
the Agent of that railway by Babus Ram Chandra Basu and Prem Chand 
Sukul, the same paper asks if anybody can believe that such extortion and 
high-handedness as are alleged to be committed by Mr. Young and Babu 
Nanda Lal, are possible in any railway administration under British rule, 
The petitioners, however, state that every charge they have brought forward 
can be proved by a proper enquiry, and they believe that many of them can 
be proved even on a mere reference to the office records. After such a public 
accusation of two of their servants, the authorities of the railway should make 
no delay in holding a public enquiry and setting matters right. 

Can anyone say why oppression of inferior railway employés by their 
superiors is so often heard of of late? Will not Lord Curzon, who is known 
to be a friend of the poor, remove the grievances of these poor railway 
servants ? 

26. According to a trustworthy correspondent of the same paper, some 

“on —_ day towards the beginning of August (probably 

ita ite xvas on the Sth of that. month) the Eastern Bengal 
State Railway train, which started from Sealdah for Bagoola at 6-23 p.m, 
contained three young men, who occupied a compartment next to the female 
compartment. When the train came midway between the Halisahar and 
Kanchrapara stations, some passengers in other carriages noticed that one 
of these young men opened the door of the female compartment, came out of 
it, and walked over the foot-board towards the compartment which was 
occupied by his companions. The circumstance was brought to the notice of 
the station-master at Kanchrapara, but that officer took little notice of the 
matter. Ultimately, however, at the request of some passengers, he tele- 
graphed to the station-master of the next station to take steps. This station- 
master also did nothing to arrest the offender. The matter was then again 
represented to the station-master of Chagdah, and he arrested two of the 
young men, the real offender having escaped in the meantime. It is said that 
the station-master subseyueutly let off even these two men. 

One of the three young men is said to be a railway employé at the 
Aranghata station. The correspondent is making an enquiry, and will publish 
the men’s names later on when he has ascertained them. 

27. A correspondent of the Mihir-o-Sudhakar [Calcutta] of the 29th 

_  . August says that recently two Railway Companies 

wit ts roposed alternative rail- have been preparing schemes for a railway line to 
; Bankura. One of these schemes proposes to pro- 

tect the line from the inundations of the Damodar by erecting an embankment 
on the west bank of the river at a distance of six miles from the existing 
embankment on the east bank, Under this scheme, the whole flood-water 
of the river will flow through this space of six miles, inundating and causing 
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‘to about 2,000 villages comprising an area of about 680, square 
a age i the embankment a constructed three miles further west, there 
hance of danger to these villages, . : 
- Bat the alternative absin’ which has been proposed will be: the best be 
give effect to. Under it, embankments have been proposed to be 4 ee 
on both banks of the Bagua ‘hal, confining the whole water of the Damodar 
within the river itself and this ‘hal. This scheme will not only save the 
villages on the west bank of the Damodar, which at present suffer from inunda- 
tion, but, by keeping sufficient water in the Damodar, will relieve water- 
scarcity in the villages on the east bank from Kalna to Amta, | 
- It is hoped the Lieutenant-Governor will see that the latter scheme 
is adopted. 
nie 28. The Nihar [Contai] of the 2nd September says that the passage of 
ia tk hs Gee ee the water of the oo regex or aoe the 
_A khal in the Contai subdivi- Gholnukur village within the Gumgarh pargana 
sion of the Mid napore district. am r is has ee hieia na eos mal 
pargana, within the Contai subdivision of the Midnapore district, has been 
greatly obstructed by seats raised over its water and boats sunk in it for 
catching fish. Excessive rain has this year caused the greater part of the 
paddy crop of the above two parganas to be submerged. ‘The water of the 
khal is also entering the fields owing to its abnormal rise. In this state of 
things the abovementioned seats should be removed for giving the superfluous 
water of the ‘hal a free passage out. 


(h)— General. 


29. The Barisal Hitaishi [Barisal] of the 21st August does not know 
who designed the new postage stamps for India 
with the Emperor’s head. Very poor praise is due 
to him for the taste he has displayed, for the head looks like one which has 
been severed from the body and is not at all good to look at. The late 


— head was a much better one. The design should, if possible, be 
altered. 


Tho new postage stamps. 


IIT.— LEGISLATION. 


30, The Bikas [Barisal] of the 19th August hopes that the proposed 
is ces sented od amendment of the Bengal Tenancy Act, with the 
the Bengal Tenancy Act. view of validating certain transfers of tenures 
i which were effected without payment of the land- 
lord’s fee, on condition that the same should now be paid to the zamindar or 
to the Collector, will benefit the public. As it was Babu Akhil Chandra Datta, 
of Barisal, and the Barisal People’s Association who first pointed out the 
necessity of the measure to the Lieutenant-Governor on the occasion of a 
visit of His Honour’s to their town, the thanks of the public are due to them. 
31. The Barisal Hitaishi [Barisal] of the 21st August is glad to notice 
oe ey that a Bill has been introduced in the Bengal 
tion and Amendment) Bill. ron hy transfers of shares in certain 
enures and holdings made in 
the payment of the landlord’s fees prescribed by the al : res Phe. 
The measure, when it becomes law, will save many people from considerable 
Joss. The Bill, however, labours under one defect, namely, that while it 
validates the transfers already made without the payment of the landlord’s 
fee on the condition that the fee “ has at some subsequent time, either before 
or after the commencement of this Act, been paid to the landlord”’ or 
deposited for payment to him, it does not say by whom it is to be paid. 
It is possible that the relations between the transferor and the transferee 
have in many cases been changed or that the former has died. In such cases 
if the transfer were set aside on the ground of non-payment of the landlord’s 
fee, it is the transferee and not. the transferor who would be the loser. Under 


_ these circumstances, it is clearly the duty of the Legislature to either compel 


the latter to pay the fee or permit the former to deposit it. 
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32. The Pallivasi [Kalna] of the 3rd September writes as follows:— 

The present system of dispensing civil justics 
is a most tardy one and is productive of t 
inconvenience to parties and witnesses. Tho 
reliminary difficulty felt is that in connection with the service of summonses. 

he best arrangement would probably be to provide for the service of sum. 
monses by post. This would ensure their reaching their destination in almost 
all cases. 

Ex-parte decrees should not be granted till the defendant has had a notice 
served on him by post, calling upon him to show cause why such a decree shall 
not be granted against him. And where the defendant prays for retrial, on 
the ground of injustice, after an ez-parte decree has been granted, a retrial 
should be granted on the payment of adequate court-fee for the waste of the 
Court’s valuable time. Should a falling off in the number of cases and a 
consequent decrease of the judicial revenue, however, be apprehended from 
the discouragement of this practice of granting ez-paré decrees, the loss ma 
be made up by the demand of a fresh service of summons and the realisation 
of higher court-fees for a retrial. 

Should the plaintiff fail to appear even on receipt of the notice calling 
upon him to show cause why an ez-parte decree shall not be granted against 
him, the Court may grant such a decree without recording the deposition of the 

laintiff. 
: To prevent the raising of frivolous and vexatious objections, none but 
fair and valid objections should be allowed, the defendant’s pleader being 
required to verify that they are feir and valid objections. 

The provisions regarding the examination of the parties by one another, 
with a view to the establishment of any statement, as well as those relating to 
the memorandum, production, and acknowledgment of the genuineness of 
documents, should be insisted upon in every case, 

As a means of compelling the attendance of witnesses, they should be 
required to attend at their own cost where they refuse to sign the postal ac- 
knowledgment, and they should be fined where they fail to appear on receipt of 
the postal notice. But, at the same time, witnesses should be saved the trouble 
and harassment of dancing attendance again and again as the case is adjourned. 
This may be effected by the service of a second notice to witnesses when all 


reliminaries have been settled and a certain date for the hearing of the case 
has been fixed after careful consideration. 


8 sted amendments of the 
Civil Procedure Bill. 


V1,—MIscELLANEOUS. 


33. The Bikas [Barisal] of the 19th August says that of the eleven native 
pew which have been invited to the Delhi 
arbar from the Lower Provinces, one belongs to 
Bihar and all the rest to Calcutta. Some mufussal 
papers received invitations on the occasion of the last Darbar. Why have they 
been ignored this time ? Even among the Calcutta papers, one or two have been 

overlouked which ought to have been invited. 
34. The Sanjvani [Calcutta] of the 28th August is exultant over the 


oo Wie, aan a eee that the Imperial Exchequer will 
harecter ant ie forinie ° defray all charges incurred in England in connec- 


geass tion with the reception and entertainment of the 
representative visitors from India, and says that it marks the beginning of an 


epoch in the British government of India. Queen Victoria, though full of 
tenderness, was, as a woman, essentially weak. Her Ministers used to take 
advantage of her weakness, and did not guide themselves by her good sense in 
matters political. It was thus that the Indian Exchequer was saddled with 
the cost of entertaining the Shah of Persia and the Sultan of Turkey 
in England. Lord George Hamilton had thought that His Majesty would 
not prove superior to the late Queen in similar matters. But when the 
generous Emperor heard that His Lordship was going to saddle the Indian 
Exchequer with the cost of the reception and entertainment of the Cor0- 
nation guests from India, His Majesty asserted his strength of charactet- 
He has given sufficient proof of his love for India and inspired Indians with 


The Press invitations to the 
Delhi Darbar. 
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the hope that their grievances may be removed if they are brought to his 


‘ca, The Ministers have understood that it will no longer be easy for them 
to bi they like with India. His Majesty’s notice should be drawn to the 
-nfamous desire of the Universities Commission to push Indians back into 
darkness and ignorance by suppressing high education in India. At a 
hint from His Majesty, before whom Ministers like Lord Salisbur and 
Mr. Chamberlain have had to give way, the recommendations of the Univer- 
sities Commission will be brought to the ground. 


5 The Anusandhan [Calcutta] of the 31st August, speaking for its own 
: : ae suggests that Lord Curzon should invite 


A soggentien connection with + the Delhi Darbr some representatives of Bengali 
cauncccisnmmeaiie literature, in order to do honour to the mother- 
tongue of the Bengalis. The names suggested in this connection are those of 
Babu Kali Prasanna Ghosh, Mr. Romesh Chander Dutt, c1z., Babus Hem 
Chandra Bannerji, Chandra Nath Basu, Jogendra Chandra Vidyabhushan, 
Nabin Chandra Sen, Damodar Mukherji, Rabindra Nath Tagore, Indra Nath 
Banerji, Chandra Sekhar Mukherji, Akshay Chandra Sarkar, Hara Prasad 
Sastri, and Siva Nath Sastri. If it is not possible to invite all these gentlemen, 
Government may select one or more from among them and invite him or them 
to the Darbar. Will not His Excellency the Viceroy listen to this yor 

86, The Chinsura Vartavaha [Chinsura] of the 31st August wi l be glad 
to see Sir Henry Cotton, Mr. C. W. Bolton, or 

The next Lieutenant-Governor My, ©, E, Buckland succeed Sir John Woodburn 
of Bengal. : 

in the satrapy of Bengal. 


Urrya PAPERS. 


87. The Utkaldipika [Cuttack] of the 23rd August states that slight rain 
fell in Cuttack town during the week under 
report, The Puri correspondent of the same paper 
states that rain continues to fall every day in that district and that the rivers 
are not yet swollen. The Samvad Vahika [ Balasore] of the 21st August states 
that the agricultural operations in the Balasore district are proceeding at a 
rapid rate. The Uriya and Navasamvad ( Balasore] of the 20th August states 
that the state of the crop in that district is hopeful. | 
38. The Utkaldipika | Cuttack] of the 23rd August is sorry to state that 
about five men died of cholera in the Telenga 
Bazar, Bakhrabad, and Bankabazar streets of 
Cuttack town. ) 
39. ‘The same paper sympathises with the object of the monster meeting 
_ that was to be held in the Calcutta Town Hall to 
Pind See pee genet discuss the possible results of the recommendations 
i, ac made by the Education Commission in their report 
_ to the India Government, aud observes that though 
some of the recommendations are good, others are calculated to deter a large 
number of pupils from receiving the benefits of high education and to secure 
the gradual abolition of a large number of private and aided institutions, both 
of which are extremely injurious to the interests of the entire Indian canton 
nity. The writer contends that it is as much desirable to improve the quali 
of instruction imparted as it is to place such instruction within the easy sg | 
of the largest number willing to profit by the same. 
40. Referring to the manufacture of globes, intended for use in 


vernacular schools, by Babu Madhusudan Misra 

I sg nena © xorg MD, a teacher of tsiemchondoanes School, in the 
oe _ _ district of Puri, the same paper states that, as the 
District Board of Puri has encouraged him by purchasing nine and ordering 
twenty more, the District Boards of Cuttack and alasore, as also the general 


se ought to give him similar encouragement. The writer hopes that Babu 
adhusudan will learn to manufacture the globes at a more rapid rate. 


41, All the native papers of the week under report are full of accounts 


i of Coronation festivities and observances, as 

a "observed in different parts of Orissa and its 
ributary States. It is said that the Raja of Nilgiri and his subjects were 

loyal and enthusiastic enough to celebrate the Coronation for full one week, 


Crop prospects in Orissa. 


Chelera in Cuttack town. 
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SaAMVaD VaHIKA, 
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UTKALDIPIEA, 
Aug. 23rd, 1902. 
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UTKALDIPIKA. 
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42. Referring to the Rath Jaira, the Utkaldipika [Cuttack], of the 
23rd August, states that the god Jagannath and 
his godly companions came back to the temple 
after an absence of 42 days, an unusual occurrence 
of the temple. This unusual delay left only two days 
for the celebration of Jhulan. Its contemporary of the Uriya and Navasamyag 
[ Balasore] of the 20th August is of the same Opinion, and suggests that an 
enquiry should be made into the causes that led to such delay, as the entire 
Hindu community is sensitive on the point. 

43. The same paper devotes six columns to an account of the Lieutenant. 
Governor’s visit to Bhubaneswar and Cuttack, and 
hopes that the kind-hearted and _ well-disposed 
Governor will do some good to Orissa during the 
remaining period of his office. The writer is astonished to find that Sir John 
Woodburn, in his advanced years, was capable of doing so much work, as he 
did, in one day, and infers that this was due toa strong sense of duty and 
a true love for the governed, with which His Honor’s mind seemed to have 
been imbued. | 

44, The Samvad Vahika [ Balasore] of the 21st August, is sorry to find 

that not a single editor of a vernacular paper in 
Orissa has been invited to attend the ensuing 
Darbar at Delhi. 
Referring to the Puri Yaja’s case, the same paper observes that the 
Puri Raja, ought to have been satisfied with a sincere 
apology, tendered in a becoming spirit, for His 
Holiness cannot stoop to the category of ordinary men by playing the part 
of a complainant or plaintiff in a criminal or Civil Court without, in some 
measure, compromising his sanctified position. 

46. The riya and Navasamvad {Balasore} of the 20th August is sorry to 
note that mad jackals have become the terror of 
that town, and that the Balasore Municipality is 
unable to cope with the animals. 


The delay in the return of the 
Jagannath Car. 


The Lieutenant-Governor’s visit 
to Bhubaneswar and Cuttack. 


Non-invitation of any Uriya 
paper to the Delhi Darbar. 


45, 


The Puri Raja’s case. 


Mad jackals in Balasore town. 


AssaM PAPERS, 
47. The Paridarsak (Sylhet | of the 27th August complains of the extreme- 


ly bad condition of the pounds in the Sylhet district. 
The pound on the Sylhet new road is open and 
unenclosed, and the sufferings of the animals impounded in it are therefore 
great in the rains. They are practically starved, because although forage- 
charge is realised at the rate of two annas per head per day, yet not even two 
pice worth of grass is given to each every day. The cowherd who takes them 
to the field to graze ties them two and two, so that they cannot graze freely 
The pounds in the mufassal are even worse. Knee-deep mud accumulates 
in them. The cowdung is seldom removed. The condition of the pounds 
was far better when they were under Government management. But now 
the lessees of these pounds cause indescribable suffering to animals in order 
to increase their own income, The attention of the Deputy Commissioner 
of Sylhetis drawn to the matter, 

48. The same paper admires the Officiating Chief Commissioner of 
Assam for having been able, within a short period 
of time, to win the hearts of his people by 
impartial and benevolent rule. He has excelled 
even Sir Henry Cotton in his services to the people. Thanks are due to him 
for having appointed Babu Sarvananda Das, Extra Assistant Commissioner, 
and Babu Durga Charan Sen Gupta to officiate as a Deputy Commissioner 
and a District Judge,. respectively. A native was never before appointed as 4 
District Judge in Sylhet. | 

49. The same paper has the following in English :— a 

Learning is a subject of passionate admiration 
in the East. It has been so from the earliest 
times. And paradoxical as it may seem, in the midst of warring ¢ 
in the midst of sanguinary political revolutions, in the midst of endless 


Pounds in the Sylhet district. 


The Officiating Chief Commis- 
sioner of Assam. 


The Universities Commission. 
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‘in the midst of murderous wars, every people in Asia has 
eae a to this great racial characteristic. Vidya or Elem has been more 
highly thought of than the brute strength of muscle or sinew. The warlike 
races of India, the heirs to centuries of military fame may, and many 
of them do, think lightly of the mere physical powers of the European. But 
they respect from the bottom of their hearts the Kuropean’s science, which, 
to them, is his Vidya or Elem. The military discipline of Europe, which 
transforms a huge army into 4 single machine directed by the will of one man, 
the murderous firearms which would annihilate whole battalions in half an 
hour, and against which the most powerful bulwarks raised by nature or by 
man are powerless, the railroad and the telegraph which have annihilated 
space and time, strike terror into hearts, which would think it a mere bagatelle 
to encounter a royal Bengal tiger single-handed. It is his science which 
gives the European his superiority among the military races of India. And 
these races, who look upon death as a mere nothing, have the greatest respect 
for science, for learning, not because frightened at the thought of the Euro- 
pean’s science destroying them if they stand up against it, but because of the 
traditional respect which to them is as an instinct with which they look 
upon science or wisdom. The ordinary European thinks that it; is his 
character or his physical strength which ensures his superiority. But 
those Europeans who know the people well, know that it is not character, 
not physical strength, nor physical courage which compels the respect of 
the people of India. It is superior wisdom only that does so. Among 
a people, therefore, whose respect for learning amounts to a superstition, 
there naturally exists a passionate desire for the acquirement of knowledge. 
And this desire in fostered by the peace and security whichthe Pex Britannica 
has brought in its train. And the qn of the people, when based on 
knowledge, is an article on which the Government might safely rely in an 
emergency. This was abundantly proved in the days of the great Sepoy 
Revolt. It was only the ignorant soldier who rebelled. The educated com- 
munity stood fast by the Government. Having regard to all these facts, in 
the past, this peculiarity in our national characteristic, and having regard also 
to the fact that it will be impossible to suppress or even to circumscribe the 


spread of liberal education at the present day, without creating a universal. 


discontent, which might have serious consequences, we think it will be ver 
unwise on the part of Government to take any steps which might have the 
effect of curtailing high education in this country. 

One of the leading recommendations made by the Universities Com- 
mission for the advancement of learning is that the Syndicate should 
fix a minimum rate of fees for the affiliated colleges. The Hon’ble Mr. 
Justice Guru Dass Banerjee recorded a strong protest against this part 
of the recommendations of the Commission. The question of fees is by 


no means a new consideration, for the matter has, before this, received 
the attention of the Government of India. The Government of India 
laid down principles which are in entire conflict with the recommendations 
of the Commission in this respect. ‘It is no doubt rightthey say, , “that 


persons in good circumstances should pay for their children’s education 
or, at any rate, that no purt of this should fall upon State funds,” But they 
lay down an important proviso which the Uni 


m versities Commissiun have entirely 
overlooked ‘I'he Government go on to say: “But in endeavouring to secure 
this result, care must be taken that no unnecessary obstacles are thrown in the 
way of the upward progress of really 


deserving students of the poorer classes. 
The Governor General in Council 5 poorer Classe 


) has no wish to close the doors of high 
education to all but the wealthiest members of the native community.” Thus, 


Mr. Justice Guru Dass Banerjee does not stand alone in leading for ‘the 


deserving poor.” A higher authority, the highest in India, had pleaded for 
them many many years ago, and urged that the doors of high education should 


not be closed against them. But now it is proposed to upset the beneficent 
ruling of the Government of India and “ to close the doors of high education 


to all but the wealthiest members of the native community.” Is it conceivable 
that the Indian Government of to-day will upset the policy of all previous 
Governments of India, a policy which has been Showed with unvarying con- 
sistency and which has been productive of the most beneficent results? The 
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views of the Government of India on the question of fees were endorsed b 
the Education Commission. They were of opinion that the fees levied in the 
colleges were adequate and they deprecated ‘‘any considerable rise in the 
rates of fees.” They say:—“ With regard to fees in colleges, we are of 
opinion that the rates now levied are generally adequate, regard being had to 
the fact that the majority of college students belong to the struggling middle 
class, and that any considerable increase in the rates of fees would probably 
defeat its object by so far reducing the number of students as to diminish the 
total receipts of the colleges from that source” (page 308). If the College feeg 
were adequate in 1882, having regard to the then condition of the middle class, 
can they now be considered as being inadequate or insufficiently low? The 
condition of the middle class has not improved, while the prices of provisions 
and of the necessary articles of life have risen. If anything, the condition of 
the middle class has become worse. ‘They are for the most part either lawyers 
or servants of the Government. The salaries of Government servants are fixed, 
The income of the iawyers in 1902 is much less than what it was in 1889, 
What justification then is there for assuming that the fees paid in 1902, which 
are slightly higher than those paid in 1882, are insufficient and inadequately 
low? The Education Commission of 1882, in giving their opinion, do not 
speak without chapter and verse, They say :—‘‘ The great landed proprietors 
are acarcely, if at all, represented (in our colleges), In Bengal the income of 
more than half tke parents are assessed at sums varying from £20 to £200 a 
year” (page 286). The immediate effect of the raising of the fees would 
therefore be that more than half the students would be driven from our colleges, 
and among them perhaps there would be the most deserving of their class. 


BENGALI TRANSLATOR’S OFFICE, | CHUNDER NATH BOSE, 
The 6 th September, 1902. Bengals Translator. 
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